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Mexico's Copper Canyon
Semana Santa with the Tarahumara

Easter Week
March 29-April 8, 2007

Rating: Easy

Group SizeLimit: 11

Trip Leaders. Carole Latimer and Santiago Jim Barnaby
Accommodations: 10 nights lodging

Cost: $2550

Reservation Deposit $500. Balance due 3 months before trip.
Note: Price subject to change until your deposit is received

We think Copper Canyon is the undiscovered "Nepal of the West." The Tarahumara people live
in this rugged country in much the same way they have lived for hundreds of years. The
surroundings will probably make you feel asif you are in another time and place, far away from
the United States. Y et Copper Canyon is so close—and a safe place to visit as well.

About 400 miles southwest of El Paso, Texas, the Copper Canyon encompasses over 25,000
sguare miles of rugged mountains and canyons. Formed by five major river systems, these
barrancas (canyons) are deeper and four times larger than The Grand Canyon. Copper Canyon is
home to some 62,000 Tarahumara, who live on ranchos in small family groups. They raise goats
and subsist on basic agriculture of maize and beans. Famous for running long distances, they

call themselves Raramuri—those who run fast. Their traditional dressis brightly colored shirts
with long skirts for the women and loincloths for the men.

The most important ceremony of the Tarahumara calendar is Semana Santa, the week leading to
Easter Sunday. Bonfires arelit on the mesas. Arriving from distant ranchos will be hundreds of
traditionally dressed and painted dancers, who will gather in the plazato drum and dance and
celebrate this important ritual of renewal.

Carole Latimer, our Call of the Wild guide, will orchestrate your journey into this remote area of
Mexico. Our bilingual local (American) guide, Santiago James Barnaby, has thirty years
experience exploring and guiding in Copper Canyon. Santiago livesin Norogachi part of the
year and has built close relationships with the Tarahumara, his long time friends.

Y our adventure begins when you fly into Los Mochis and travel to the old colonial town of El
Fuerte to embark on one of the most spectacular train journeysin the world across the Sierra



Madre. We'll continue by train to Creel then travel by van to the little farming community of
Norogachi, the last great ceremonial center of the Tarahumara, where you'll see the Semana
Santarituals. Activities also include day hikes and horseback rides with local guides and visits
with traditional Tarahumara craft workers. After our home-stay in Norogachi, we will go back to
Creel and continue by van to Chihuahuafor our flights home the next day.

Day 1, Thursday, March 29 ~Fly to Los Mochis; transfer to El Fuerte

Fly to Los Mochis, where our trip officially begins. Los Mochisis about 30 milesinland from the
west coast of mainland Mexico (near the Sea of Cortez, amost directly across from LaPaz in
Bajad). Please arrive at the Los Mochis airport no later than the Aeromexico/Aeroliteral flight
which is scheduled to arrive at the airport at 6:20PM, when we will transfer by taxi to the old
colonia town of El Fuerte. (If you choose to come early, we can stop and pick you up at the Santa
AnitaHotel in Los Mochis.) Our hotel in El Fuerte is near the old-town plaza, and was formerly a
private colonial mansion; it’s furnished with antiques and has alovely garden courtyard
(http://www.hotel el fuerte.com.mx/index2.htm).

Day 2, Friday, March 30 ~ Bird watching on Rio El Fuerte and walking tour of town

Early this morning we'll go on a bird watching trip on the Rio El Fuerte. After lunch we can relax
and get into the spirit of Mexico and explore the picturesque town of El Fuerte. Dinner out.
(Breakfast)

Day 3, Saturday, March 31~ Train ridethrough SiercraMadreto Creel

Early morning transfer to train station (about 7 AM). We'll catch the Primera Express on the
Chihuahua al Pacifico railway. Thisis one of the finest train journeysin the world. Thetrain
climbs 8000 into the Sierra Madre, crosses 37 bridges and goes through 86 tunnels. You'll see
maj estic mountain vistas, deep canyons, waterfalls, pine forests--and catch glimpses of the
Tarahumara and their log cabin ranchos. We'll take the first-class express with cushy reclining
seats, abar, and adining car. We can have breakfast and lunch on the train (the food is good).
It's fun to sit at the tables and enjoy a meal while watching the fabulous scenery. At Divisadero
the train stops for about 20 minutes for an excellent view of the Barranca del Cobre. This may
also be thefirst time you will see some of the colorfully dressed Tarahumara people who come
to the station to display and sell their handicraftsto visitors.

WEe'll arrivein Creel about 4 or 5PM. We will be met at the train station by avan from our hotel.
Our baggage will be loaded into the van for transfer to the hotel and then Santiago will take us
on awalking tour of Creel aswe walk to the hotel. If you haven't already exchanged dollars for
pesos, thisis your last chance to get small change for Norogachi at the Casa de Cambio and there
isaso a24-hour ATM in Creel. Phone cards for calls from Mexico to the U.S. can also be
purchased in Creel. Y ou may also want to purchase Tarahumara crafts at The Mission Store--or
purchase the brightly colored cotton fabrics on sale there for gifts to the Tarahumara. (Dinner).

Day 4, Sunday, April 1 ~Transfer to Norogachi; Beginning of Semana Santa
Thismorning at 6:30 AM we depart for Norogachi, about a 3 %2 hour drive. We will have
breakfast along the way. Norogachi is atraditional agricultural village located at 6800 in the
Copper Canyon Sierra. We will arrive in time to see the beginning of the Semana Santa festival.



Groups of Phariseos (white-painted “pintos’) will meet in the plaza today to dance and exchange
pam fronds.

There are no tourist accommodations in Norogachi, but as a guest of Marta Garcia, we can be
assured of privacy, potable water and hot showers produced by awood-fired boiler. You’'ll enjoy
3 healthful meals each day from the traditional cuisine of the mountains, and Martais an
excellent cook! (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 5, Monday, April 2 ~ Pottery Village

After breakfast, we'll be taken by pick-up truck to the pottery village of Choguitawith local
guide Hiram Loya. Hiram is the son of Lupe Loya, awell-known guide for western
anthropologists coming to the area to study the Tarahumara. Hiram and his son, Noel, continue
the guiding tradition.

In the pueblo of Choguita, we'll meet “olla’ pottery makers and visit a beautiful old church
before having a discada cooked over an open fire—a Mexican barbeque--shared with other
peoplein the village. You will have a chance to buy some of the wonderful Tarahumara pottery
and other crafts. (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 6, Tuesday, April 3~MuleRideand CraftsVisit

After breakfast you can take an optional mule ride with Hiram up Arroyo Grande to the
archeological site of the Cave of Ganochi. For those who wish to see this spectacul ar |andscape
by horseback, you’ll have an unforgettable journey through the surrounding area. Expect to get a
sense of traveling 100 years back to atime when people survived off the land, farming and
raising goats.

In the afternoon, we will make visits to some of the local craftspeople where we can purchase
baskets, woven belts, traditional clothing, and other crafts. (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 7, Wednesday, April 4 ~Hikeand Bread Baking; Lighting of the Bonfires

We'll walk up the Arroyo Grande to the home of Ernesto and Pascualato participate in the
baking of bread in their old stone and adobe oven, and to experience the life of atraditional
mestizo family of the sierra. Thiswill be an optional |eisurely hike about 6 miles round-trip.

This evening Semana Santa comes to life with the lighting of numerous bonfires on the high
ramparts surrounding Norogachi. To witness the full effect, we will climb to the top of Cerro de
la Cruz, a short walk from the pueblo center. (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 8, Thursday, April 5~ Private Dance, Korima, Stations of the Cross

Today a group of about 25 Phariseos (white-painted “pintos’) will arrive at Marta' s to dance
privately for our group. They will dance for about an hour and then they will be offered Korima.
Korimais an ancient Tarahumara concept of sharing--those who have most will share with those
who have least and no lasting debt isincurred. Martawill have been cooking for the Korima for
the last few days and we will share our meal with the pintos. There will be ample time for
photographs.



Meanwhile, hundreds of Tarahumarawill walk or ride horseback into Norogachi in their bright
traditional clothing and gather in the plaza of the 315-year-old church to drum and dance. This
morning the 12 Stations of the Cross will be erected along the path of the processions. They are
constructed of pine boughsin the form of an arch and below each is awooden cross. Groups of
Phariseos will begin arriving from their communities in Gomarachi to begin drumming and
dancing. A procession with the effigies of Jesus and Mary will leave the church and pass through
the 12 stations. Drumming and dancing will continue throughout the day and night, and in the
evening large bonfires will belit around the plaza. (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 9, Friday, April 6 ~ Ceremony — Arrival of Judas. Evil Reigns

Groups of "pintos" have been arriving since yesterday. The ritual will berising in intensity
throughout the day as all of the groups will be dancing to the powerful rhythms of numerous
drums. Late in the afternoon, as the sun drops toward the western horizon, the entire pueblo,
including al of the dancing groups, participatesin a procession carrying Christ's body from the
church to the cemetery. At the same time, one lone group of Pintos has been constructing, at a
secret location, the effigy of Judas who will be carried into the plaza while the entire pueblo is at
the cemetery. Evil now reigns, but as night envel opes Norogachi two "Pascoleros' are being
ritually washed and painted with stains made of red and white clay and black ash by the
assembled group of "true believers'. Tarahumara elders closely supervise this painting of the
pascoleros and we are privileged to be able to witness this private event. Our group is aso
invited to pay avisit to the Dona of the household where the painting of the pascal eros takes
place. Only women gather here and the Tarahumara women are dressed in their best traditional
dresses and pass around gourds filled with tesquino, or corn beer. Intense Drumming and
dancing will go on through the night in the plaza. (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 10, Saturday, April 7 ~ Ceremony — Battle with Judas: Good Regained

As the sun rises on Saturday morning the "true believers" with painted white crosses on their
foreheads form a small procession and walk to the plaza accompanied by the beautiful music
created by drum and violin. They are now ready to battle Judas. Asthe "true believers" arrivein
the plaza they find Judas in firm control and being vigorously protected by the "pintos’. After the
completion of aspecia ritual performed by the two dancing pascoleros, the "true believers'
engage in battle with the Pintos, take possession of the effigy of Judas and put him against the
church wall where he is stoned, stabbed and then set on fire. Good has retaken control of the
Sierra Tarahumara, the renewal ritual has been performed and the Tarahumara are now assured
of the fecundity of the people, their crops and their animals.

After breakfast, we say goodbye to Marta and our new friends in Norogachi, load the van and
retrace our journey to Creel. In Creel we'll have time for lunch and | ast-minute shopping for
Tarahumara crafts at the Mission Store. We'll continue by van to Chihuahua City and check into
the Hotel San Francisco near the main square. Farewell dinner and drinks at the Cafe Milagro.
(Breakfast)

Day 11, Sunday, March 27 ~ Departure
Early morning transfer to Chihuahua airport. Fly home.

Note: Itinerary subject to change at leader's discretion due to weather and other contingencies.



WHAT YOUR TRIP INCLUDES:
Experienced leadership, local and bi-lingual guides
10 nights lodging (double-occupancy in hotels, possibly triple-occupancy in Norogachi
guest house)
First classtrain fare from El Fuerte to Creel
Meals asindicated on daily itinerary by (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Group transfer from Los Mochis airport to El Fuerte
Transfersto and from train, and al ground transportation while in Copper Canyon
Optiona muleridein Arroyo Grande
Tipsto local service providers asis customary; the exception being optional tips to
Santiago, your hostess Martain Norogachi, and optional Korima contribution to
Norogachi Pueblo.

NOT INCLUDED:
- Airfareto Los Mochis and from Chihuahua
Meals not noted as included on itinerary
Transfer from Chihuahua hotel to airport
Liquor, laundry, souvenirs and other items of a personal nature
Personal gear (see equipment list mailed in your registration packet)
Travel Insurance (Please see Travel Insurance section below)
Medical immunizations if needed
Photography fee for those wishing to photograph the ceremony (about $40 for the entire
celebration--this will be paid directly to the Tarahumara and is used to buy food).
Optional tips for main guide Santiago Barnaby, for your hostess Marta in Norogachi, and
optional Korima contribution to Norogachi Pueblo.

About tipping: People on our trips often ask us about gratuities, so here are some guidelines: If Carole Latimer is
leading your trip she, as the owner of the business, does not accept tips. Each person usually tips guides $5-$10 per
day, depending on the level of service. Your guides take care of many extra detailsto give you a safe and fun trip.
Tips at the end of the trip are a way of showing your special appreciation if you feel that your guides have given
very good serviceto you. Tips are always appreciated, never expected.

HOW TO REGISTER

First, call (510-849-9292) or fill out our quick reservation form on our website
http://www.callwild.com/quickreserv.ntm We will hold your space for 7 days while you are
completing the application process, making travel arrangements, and mailing your deposit check.
Call usdirectly to use your MasterCard or Visacredit card.

Next, send in completed and signed Trip Application. The Trip Application is available by fax,
mail, or from our Web site at www.callwild.com/trip_application.ntm After receiving your
deposit and application, we will send you confirmation of your reservation and an information
packet on your trip.




TRIP CANCELLATION INSURANCE

We strongly suggest that you take out trip cancellation insurance. Call of the Wild does not issue
cash refunds, whatever circumstances may cause a cancellation. Depending on the time of your
cancellation, you may or may not be eligible for a credit for another trip; please read our refund
and cancellation policy at www.callwild.com/jointrip.htm . We a'so include a copy in our trip
packets; or you may phone our office. Y ou may be committed to going on your trip, but people
have been forced to cancel due to circumstances beyond their control or because of a completely
unexpected misfortune. To sign up for Travel Guard insurance call us for a brochure or visit
www.callwild.com/travelguard.htm For certain coverage, you must purchase insurance within
14 days of making your initial deposit with Call of the Wild.

Please Note: Call of the Wild provides Travel Guard insurance brochures and alink to their
website for your convenience, but there are many other travel insurance companies. It is your
responsibility to know the restrictions and provisions of your policy.

AIR TRAVEL AGENT

For air travel, you may contact Wendy Fazio at Skyline Travel 510-530-1100 or e-mail
wendyatskyline@aol.com . Let her know that you are traveling with Call of the Wild on our
Copper Canyon Semana Santartrip.

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE PLANNING

Arrival: Thursday, March 29 LosMochis Nolater than thearrival time of
the Aeromexico/Aerolitoral flight
arriving around 6:30PM

Departure: Easter Sunday, April 8 Chihuahua Any time ok, most flightsleave
early in the morning

Because we will be traveling by van to El Fuerte for our first night's lodging, please plan to
arrive in Los Mochis no later than the arrival of the Aeromexico flight scheduled to arrive around
6:30PM. If you arrive earlier in the day or even aday early, we can stop and pick you up at the
lobby of the Hotel Santa Anitain Los Mochison our way to El Fuerte. Ask us for more details if
you are arriving early.

We will depart from Chihuahua airport on Easter Sunday April 8. Most flights leave early in the
morning. Please note that there is a connection in Hermasillo for both arriving and departing
flights with Aeromexico.

Please do not expect thisflight to be inexpensive. Because we are taking the incredible train trip
from the Pacific Ocean to Copper Canyon, we do not have the cost advantage of round-trip
flights. Also, flights during Easter Week are always expensive. At thiswriting, we have found
the least expensive rates on Orbitz. If you do not book your flights early, you run the risk of not
being able to get aflight during Easter Week.

Please Note: If you arrive in Los Mochis airport after our group has left for EI Fuerte, you will
have to arrange your own transfer to El Fuerte by taxi when you arrive. Please be advised that we



cannot include single transfers to El Fuerte in the cost of your trip. If you plan to arrive aday or
two earlier than the group, your hotel reservationsin El Fuerte or Los Mochis must be made
early. Easter week is abusy timein Mexico.

Please don't hesitate to call Janet or Carole with any questions you may have about your travel
arrangements. We're happy to help you with early arrival hotel reservations and so on.

ACCOMMODATIONS

Hotel rooms are double occupancy, please inquire if you prefer asingle and we will quote you a
single supplement rate. The Hotel El Fuerte, where our train journey begins, is near the old-town
plaza and was formerly a private colonial mansion; built in 1750, it’s furnished with antiques and
has alovely interior courtyard with gardens and parrots. In Chihuahua, our accommodations will
be in the Hotel San Francisco, a modern, very nice hotel near the main square. There are no
hotelsin Norogachi. Our accommodations there will be as the guests of Marta Garciain aclean
and comfortable no-frills guesthouse with two or three people to aroom and shared toilet
facilities. There is aflush toilet—and there is a good supply of hot water for showers from the
water heater stoked by a blazing fire.

WEATHER

The weather is variable at this time of year in the Copper Canyon Sierra. We suggest that you
bring afew warm weather clothes, but mostly plan for colder weather (daytime lows of 50 to 60
degrees) and dress in layers. Norogachi is at 6800" and the spring wind may blow during Semana
Santa.

QUALIFICATIONS

Call of the Wild trips are designed for flexible, energetic people who like to be active and have a
spirit of adventure. Y ou must have your own health insurance. We expect everyone to be in good
health and willing to undergo the potential vicissitudes of international travel. Our best trips are
those where everyone is equipped with a positive attitude, the sensitivity to recognize the needs
of the group--and a sense of humor!

ABOUT OUR GUIDES

Call of the Wild guides have extensive experience and bring proven leadership to your trip. We
pride ourselves on giving women safe opportunities to venture out and do something they've
never done before. Our guides are certified Wilderness First Responders and they'll go the extra
mile to make you feel comfortable. They all share alove of the wilderness and an enjoyment of
people's company. Y ou may read more about our guides on our website:
http://www.callwild.com/guides.htm

For moreinformation on traveling in Mexico or on what to bring--money, health issues, culture
crossing, and so on--please refer to General Information for Copper Canyon Travelersand Basic Pack
List which will bemailed in your registration packet.



